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shipping heavy seas, which swept away every thing they
came against. The gale was accompanied by excessively
vivid lightning and thunder as if the artillery of the world
had all been discharged at once. This was the first storm
I had ever been in, and greatly did the effects of it sur-
prize me. The Plassey was one of the best sea boats that
ever swam, behaving, as the seamen said, wonderfully well,
yet the motion was so quick and violent that every timber
and plank seemed to shake. All attempts to keep my legs
being useless, I retired to my cot, which every moment
struck the deck on one side or the other. Day light made
no favourable change. About eleven in the morning I got
up, and being young and active I managed to get upon
deck, where the grandeur of the scene, terrific as it was,
greatly surprized me. I fastened myself with a rope upon
the quarter deck by the advice of the Doctor, who had
scarcely given it when the ship, taking a deep and desperate
lee lurch, he lost his hold, and away he flew like a shot to
leeward, falling with great force against the ship's side,
his head striking within two inches of the aftermost port
out of which every body upon deck thought he must have
gone. He had a narrow escape from a watery grave, and
was dreadfully bruised from the violence of the fall.

Our cargo from Madras being cotton, the ship was so crank
that she sometimes lay for half an hour at a time in a manner
water logged, her gunwale being completely enveloped
in the sea, so that I frequently thought she never would
right again. The gale continued all the second day and
night, but towards morning of the third moderated and
soon after fell calm. The sea being enormously high and
confused, the ship rolled and pitched to such a degree that
the masts were every moment expected to go over her side.
So serious a disaster fortunately for us did not happen, and
after several hours terrible tumbling about ia all directions,
a fresh breeze and from the right qxiarter, sprung up ;
we made sail, which steadied the ship, and the following
day saw the Grand Ladrones, a cluster of Islands oil the
coast of China.